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2Jones polynomial
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B(X),X = {1,2,3}
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3Jones polynomial
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4Khovanov complex

A⊗#circles[height]

A⊗2

A[1] A[1] A[1]

A⊗2[2] A⊗2[2] A⊗2[2]

A⊗3[3]

A = Q⊕Q

−1 1
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5Khovanov complex

A A A⊗ ⊗ A A⊗
id⊗m

m : A⊗A → A

A A A⊗ A A ⊗⊗
id⊗µµ : A → A⊗A

A⊗2

A[1] A[1] A[1]

A⊗2[2] A⊗2[2] A⊗2[2]

A⊗3[3]

m m m

µ
µ

µ
µ

µ

µ

id⊗µ id⊗µ id⊗µ

(squarescommute)
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6Khovanov complex

A⊗2

A[1] A[1] A[1]

A⊗2[2] A⊗2[2] A⊗2[2]

A⊗3[3]

+ + +

−

+

−

+

−

+

+ − +

add±’s to edge maps so squaresanticommute

K∗

K0

K1

K2

K3

d

d

d

Khovanov homologyKH∗

(
,Q

)
= H∗(K∗)

Khovanov

(chain)

complex
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7Khovanov homology

Q

Q

Q Q

KH0

KH1

KH2

KH3

6 4 2 0 −2 qdim

q6

q2

0

1+q−2

Euler characteristicχ(K∗)

= ∑(−1)iqdimKHi

(
,Q

)

= q6−q2−1−q−2

minor miracle: KH∗ an invariant (after a bit of nudging)
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8What’s the point?

KH∗

( )

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q Q

KH∗

( )

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q⊕Q

Q

Q Q

• Jones

( )
= Jones

( )

• FUNCTORIAL!!
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9Poset homology

• posetP −→ |P| order (simplicial) complex.

• poset homology= simplicial homology of|P|

ie: H∗(P,R) := H∗(|P|,R) = homology of chain complex

Cn(P,R) =
⊕

x0<···<xn

R

with differentiald : Cn(P,R) →Cn−1(P,R)

λ · (x0 < · · · < xn)
d
7→

n

∑
j=0

(−1) jλ · (x0 < · · · < x̂ j < · · · < xn)

• Eg: [Folkman-Bj̈orner]P finite geometric lattice

H̃n(P\{0,1},Z) =





Z|µ(0,1)| n = rkP−2,

0 otherwise.

x

y

z

iff x < y < z
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10Sheaves (on posets)

• P
F
→ R-mod (covariant) functor (= pre-cosheaf of modules overP)

• Eg: Khovanov sheaf: X=crossings of link diagramL

∅

1 2 3

12 13 23

123

B(X)
FA,

A⊗2

A[1] A[1] A[1]

A⊗2[2] A⊗2[2] A⊗2[2]

A⊗3[3]

m m m

µ
µ

µ
µ

µ

µ

id⊗µ id⊗µ id⊗µ
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11Sheaves (on posets)

• Eg: sheaf on a building: poset of flags inV (a finite dimensionalk-space)

(V1 ⊂ ·· · ⊂Vn) ≤ (U1 ⊂ ·· · ⊂Um) ⇔ eachVi = someU j

sheaf:

F(V1 ⊂ ·· · ⊂Vn) = Vn andF[(V1 ⊂ ·· · ⊂Vn) ≤ (U1 ⊂ ·· · ⊂Um)] = Vn →֒Um

V 3-dimensional overk = F2
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12Sheaf homology (of a poset)

• P
F
→ R-mod sheaf

• sheaf homologyH∗(P,F) = homology of chain complex

Sn(P,F) =
⊕

x0<···<xn

F(x0)

with differentiald : Sn(P,F) → Sn−1(P,F)

λ · (x0 < · · · < xn)
d
7→ F(x0 <x1)(λ ) · (x̂0 < x1 < · · · < xn)

+
n

∑
j=1

(−1) jλ · (x0 < · · · < x̂ j < · · · < xn)
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13Sheaf homology= Khovanov homology

• Theorem: B Boolean andB
F
→ R-mod a sheaf,

KH∗(B,F) ∼= H̃∗−1(B \1,F)

• [generally: one can define a “cellular” homologyHcell
∗ (P,F):

Theorem: P “cellular” poset andP
F
→ R-mod a sheaf, then

Hcell
∗ (P,F) ∼= H∗(P,F)

Eg: P = geometric lattices, cell posets regular CW-complexes, Cohen-Macaulay

posets,. . .]

F
B +

•

• • •

• • •

•

K∗(B,F)

S∗(B,F)

(Khovanov complex)

(sheaf complex)
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14Eg 1: Hochschild homology

• A = associativeR-algebra.

• P(Γ) = quiver poset of directed graphΓ.

• P(Γ)

• “homology ofA with coefficients inΓ”

:= H∗(P(Γ),FA)

• Corollary [Turner-Wagner]:

Hi(P(n-gon),FA) ∼= HHi(A), (0≤ i ≤ n−1)

(HH∗(A) = Hochschild homology)

A⊗A⊗A

A⊗A A⊗AFA

P(Γ) Γ
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15Eg 2: bundles of sheaves

• Take anN-crossing

link diagramD and fixk

crossings.

• Resolve each of the

remaining crossings as

usual.

• Put the resulting 2N−k

diagrams on a Boolean

latticeB.

• Define a sheaf onB by

takingKH∗(−).

)

)KH (*

KH (*
KH (*

KH (* )

)
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15Eg 2: bundles of sheaves

• Take anN-crossing

link diagramD and fixk

crossings.

• Resolve each of the

remaining crossings as

usual.

• Put the resulting 2N−k

diagrams on a Boolean

latticeB.

• Define a sheaf onB by

takingKH∗(−).

Theorem: There is a spectral sequence

E2
p,q = KHp(B,KHq) =⇒ KHp+q( )

)

)KH (*

KH (*
KH (*

KH (* )

)


