The Trolley Problem

Summary

Three Principles

· Negative Duties are Stricter than Positive Duties

· Negative duty is a duty not to do something, e.g. to harm someone

· Positive Duty is a duty to do something, e.g. to help someone 

· This principle rests on the idea that there is a morally relevant difference between doing something and allowing it to happen.

Three Principles

· The Principle of Double Effect: There is a morally relevant difference between foreseeing some bad event (i.e. foreseeing its happening as a consequence of your action) and intending it - either as an end or as a means. It is impermissible to intend an evil (both if you intend it as an end and if you intend it as a means), though it is sometimes permissible to act such that you know the evil will occur as a result of your action. 

Double Effect: Intended Applications

· Strategic versus Terror Bomber

· Pain Relief versus Hastening Death

· Heroic Self-Sacrifice versus Suicide

Double Effect: 4 Conditions

(1) The act itself must be morally good or at least indifferent

(2) The agent ay not positively will the bad effect but may permit it. If he could attain the good effect without the bad effect he should do so. (The bad effect is soetimes said to be indirectly voluntary.) 

Double Effect: 4 Conditions

(3) The good effect must flow from the action at least as immediately (in terms of causality) as the bad effect. In other words, the good effect must be produced directly by the action, not by the bad effect. Otherwise the agent would be using a bad means to a good end, which is never allowed.

(4) The good effect must be sufficiently desirable to compensate for the allowing of the bad effect.  

Double Effect: Two Criticisms 

· Can the intended/foreseen distinction give us the right results?

· Does the surgeon foresee or intend Mr Smith’s death?

· Is Double Effect always plausible?

· Lethal Gas 2 

The Principle of Deflection

· It is sometimes permissible to divert or to deflect an ongoing process which will result in some evil onto the smaller number. It is, however, impermissible to initiate a process which will result in some evil, even if initiating this process will make it the case that a smaller number of people will be affected by the evil. 

· Diverting the bomb versus initiating a process which will divert the bomb

Comparing the Principles
	 
	 
	ND>PD
	PDE
	PoD

	Trolley 1
	Let it run
	 
	 
	 

	Surgeon
	Hands off Mr S
	 
	 
	 

	Trolley 2
	Divert  
	 
	 
	 

	L-Gas 1
	Divert
	 
	 
	 

	L-Gas 2
	Don’t start
	 
	 
	 


