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Abstract: 

The major drive for engaging with the Arabic language in the sub-Saharan African countries such as Ghana, Niger, Mali, Senegal and Nigeria among others primarily has been to gain deeper insights into Islam. Over the years, several scholars have found the need to delve deeper into the Arabic language and are therefore capable of using it in a limited range of domains, mostly for preaching and also for interacting with their fellow scholars in the Middle East. The Arabic language which is used mainly in these countries is the standard or literary Arabic known as (Fusha). Even though, Standard Arabic is not necessarily a tonal language whereby stress and pitch are used extensively to effect lexical contrast, intonation is still useful for marking attitudinal, emotional and relational information. Using a recorded sample of basic Arabic sentences, the paper seeks to determine the extent to which the first language (l1) of the West African Muslim scholars influences the pitch variations in their spoken standard Arabic. As a control, three categories of participants are engaged in this experiment; Ghanaian scholars who studied in the local settings; Ghanaian scholars who studied abroad Saudi Arabia, and lastly the native Arab scholars who teaches in the traditional Islamic schools in Ghana. The bulk of the research carried out on Arabic Intonations so far have centered on the colloquial Arabic. The few scholars such as Masour (2007) and El-Imam Yousif (2008) who have researched into the intonation of spoken standard Arabic tend to assume that spoken standard Arabic has a uniform pitch variation. The paper will demonstrate that this assumption is not sustainable as there are indeed vast differences across board on how different groups speak standard Arabic. Listening to a damascene speaking Fusha even for the first time, one cannot help but note the high and melodic pitches which mark the pauses throughout. 
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