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To date, very little research has been conducted on Arabic intonation, whether Modern Standard Arabic (e.g. Y. El-Imam 2008; Y. Haydar & M. Mrayati 1985; M. Kharrat 1994) or the dialects (e.g. L. Alharbi 1992; I. Corvetto 1982; D. Chahal 1999; R. Kulk et al.  2003; K. Norlin 1989; R. Rammuny 1989), whereas cross-dialectal comparative studies are even rarer (S. Ghazali et al. 2002). The current exploratory study aims to investigate variations in intonation contours in declarative contexts in three Arabic dialects, i.e. Tunisian, Egyptian and Omani. The corpus consists of high-end recordings of ‘The North Wind and The Sun’ translated into each of the dialects and spoken by native respondents.

F0 was measured in all the utterances and stylized using the close-copy stylization method developed by ‘t Hart, Collier & Cohen (1992). On this basis an inventory was drawn up of the various perceptually relevant pitch movements and a comparison was made between the three language varieties.
