
Merleau-Ponty

Lecture 7

Part III Chapter 1

The Cogito

• Main themes:

Doubt

Self-knowledge

Certainty

Truth and language

Self-consciousness



Basic Structure

• !"#$%! &'()'(*+'),('-./0

• !%1$%# 2,345*'(6*.5/*-.0.5/

• !%#$!7 89-:$;(,<-96=9

• !!7$1> ?*@+.,+.*A9+5'.(5B

• !1>$1# C+35D*'(6*-'(=3'=9

• !1#$7% E9+5'.(5B*'(6*5D9*<,+-6

• !7!$F% 89-:$A,(/A.,3/(9//

• !F%$1 CD9*/9-:

Doubt

• 29/A'+59/G*6,345*5D9*<,+-6H*435*(,5*,(9I/
5D,3=D5/J

• K$LG*(,*/3AD*/9@'+'),(*./*A,D9+9(5*M!%7N

• M0'B49*K$L*,O9+/5'59/*D./*A-'.0JN

• P'/.A*5D909G*A,(/A.,3/(9//*'/*Q'A)O9
5+'(/A9(69(A9I*M!%RNH

• (,5*'*/9@'+'59*6,0'.(*M09(5'-*O/S*@DB/.A'-N

• T9(A9G*6,34)(=*5D9*<,+-6*./*6,34)(=*,(9I/
A,(/A.,3/(9//*,:*.5S



Love

• U/*@9+A9@),(*/@9A.'-J

• K$L*,35-.(9/*8'+5+9I/*A,(A9@),(*,:*A,(/A.,3/(9//*'/
5D'5*:,+*<D.AD*+9'-.5B*V3/5*./*'@@9'+'(A9*M!%#N

• P35*K$L*5D9(*.()0'59/*6./'=+9909(5*M!%#H*4,W,0N

• 8345-9*6./A3//.,(*,:*0./5';.(=*,(9I/*,<(*:99-.(=/*9S=S
-,O9

• P'/.A*@,.(5G*:99-.(=/*'+9*,X9(*Q'04.=3,3/I*M!!>NG
Q.(6959+0.('59I*<,3-6*49*49W9+S

• T9(A9*<9*A'(*49*0./5';9(*'4,35*5D90*Y*9S=S*.(*5D9
A'/9*,:*Q.0'=.('+B*:99-.(=/I*M!!"N

The unconscious

• K$L*5';9/*.5*5D'5*0./5';9/*'4,35*,(9/9-:*6,(I5
.0@-B*'(*Q3(A,(/A.,3/I*M!!%N

• ZA/*./*'(*3(<'++'(596*DB@,5D9/./*,:*'
6959+0.('AB*5D'5*./*QD.669(I

• [9/5'-)/5*5D909/*+9*6./A3//.,(*,:*6+9'0$
A,(59(5*'/*@+9/9(5*435*(,5*5D90')/96S*M!!!N

• MP35*<D'5*,:*5D9*9'+-.9+*6./A3//.,(*M#1$FN*,:
+9@+9//.,(*'/*'*<'B*,:*A,@.(=*<.5D*5+'30'H
'(6*,:*5D9*+9/3-5/*,:*+9@+9//.,(NS



Self-certainty

• U/*'(B*A9+5'.(5B*'4,35*,(9/9-:*@,//.4-9J*M!!!N

• L+.0'AB*,:*09(5'-*'A5/*,O9+*5D,3=D5/*,:*5D90

M!!1N

• 8,G*5D9+9*A'(*49*A9+5'.(5B*,:*6,345*'/*'(*'A5

M!!7N

• T9(A9G*+9O9+/'-*,:*5D9*E'+59/.'(*A,=.5,*M!!7N*Y

<D9+9*0B*Q9\./59(A9I*./*5D,3=D5*,:*'/*'=9(ABS

M]+,0*T9.69==9+N

A priori certainty?

• 2,9/*5D,3=D5*4+.(=*A9+5'.(5B*Y*9S=S*=9,095+.A'-
5D,3=D5J

• K$LG*[9,095+B*./*'*0'W9+*,:*+9@9'5'4-9
690,(/5+')O9*A,(/5+3A),(/S

• 8,*5D9/9*'+9*M'='.(N*Q'A5/I*M!!FNG*=9,095+.A'-*5+35D*./(I5
'*0'W9+*,:*L-'5,(.A*9//9(A9/*M!!RN

• MP+.9:*6./A3//.,(*,:*L-'5,(./0H*:,+0'-./0H
A,(/5+3A)O./0*Y*!!R$#N

• [9,095+.A'-*5+35D*./*=+,3(696*.(*@9+A9@53'-*/B(5D9/./
M!1^$>N

• M_,*@+,@9+*6./A3//.,(*,:*@DB/.A'-*=9,095+BN



Language and truth?

• C'A.5*5D9/./*3(69+*9\'0.('),(*D9+9G*-'(=3'=9*'/*'
/,3+A9*,:*'*@+.,+.*A9+5'.(*5+35D/J

• K$L*4+.(=/*4'A;*5D9*/@9';.(=`/@,;9(*6./)(A),(*M!1"N

• L'.()(=*'(6*A+9')O9*/@99ADS

• CD9*Q3-)0'59*:'A5IG*,3+*A'@'A.5B*5,*A+9'59*(9<*5+35D/
5D+,3=D*-'(=3'=9*M!1%N

• 8,a*/@99AD*./*'*@,<9+*,:*9\@+9//.,(H*'(6*9\@+9//.,(*./
9O9+B<D9+9*A+9')O9*M!11N

• T9(A9*Q-.(=3./)A*5+35DI*./*9.5D9+G*'*(9<*A+9'),(*M'(6
(,5*'(*'*@+.,+.*A9+5'.(5BNH*,+G*5D9*+9@9)),(*,:*'
:'0.-.'+*,-6*5+35D*5D'5*D'/*49A,09*/96.09(596*'(6
/5,+96*.(*5D9*-'(=3'=9S

Being-in-the truth

• QC+35D/*,:*+9'/,(IH*5D9(H*'+9*<9--$9/5'4-./D96
@'W9+(/*,:*-'(=3'=9

• QC+35D/*,:*:'A5I*A,(A9+(*<D'5I/*9O.69(5*D9+9*'(6
(,<S

• _,*6./)(A),(*.(*@+.(A.@-9*M!1RNS

• bO9(*5+35D/*,:*+9'/,(*D'O9*5D9.+*Q:,3(6.(=I
M!"#$%&'"#(N*.(*'A5/H*9/@S*@9+A9@),(*M!1RNS

• P9.(=$.($5D9$5+35D*./*.(6./)(=3./D'4-9*:+,0
49.(=$.($5D9$<,+-6*M:+,0*T9.69==9+N



Q?--*A,(/A.,3/(9//*./H*.(*/,09*09'/3+9H

@9+A9@53'-*A,(/A.,3/(9//I*M!1#N

• ?*:,3(6'),('-*5D9/./G*'--*A,(/A.,3/(9//*./*:,3(696
3@,(*@9+A9@),(S

• ?*;.(6*,:*90@.+.A./0J

• C+35D*(9O9+*9/A'@9/*.5/*Q/96.09(5'+B*D./5,+BI*M!1#N

• bO.69(A9*'(6*5+35D*/5'+5*'-<'B/*<.5D.(*5D9*@9+A9.O96
<,+-6*M!7^N

• P35*5D9B*6,*/5'+5*5D9+9H*'-5D,3=D*'-<'B/*<.5D*'*0'+=.(
,:*.(6959+0.('AB*<D.AD*'--,</*:,+*0./5';9/*'(6
+9O./.,(/S*M!7^$>N

• 8,*6,345*'(6*9++,+*'+9*'-<'B/*/.53'596*<.5D.(*5D9
D,+.c,(*,:*'*<,+-6*5D'5*./*49B,(6*6,345*M!7%N

From spoken to tacit cogito

• K$LI/*'.0G*5,*+9.(/5'59*'*;.(6*,:*/9-:$

A,(/A.,3/(9//*5D'5*4,5D*+9/@9A5/*5D9*,@9(

.(6959+0.('AB*,:*9\@9+.9(A9*<D.-9*'-/,

A,((9A)(=*9\@9+.9(A9/*'/*,(9*Q/34V9A5I*M!71N

• CD9*/@,;9(*A,=.5,*Y*:'.-/*5,*'A;(,<-96=9*5D9

@,<9+*,:*9\@+9//.,(S

• P'A;*5D9(*5,*29/A'+59/*'(6*5D9*Q5'A.5I*A,=.5,

5,*<D.AD*2S*='O9*9\@+9//.,(*M!7R$#N



The tacit cogito

• QL+9/9(A9*,:*,(9/9-:*5,*,(9/9-:I*M!F^N

• b\@-.A.5*,(-B*.(*9\5+909*/.53'),(/*M8'.(5$b\3@9+B
@'//'=9/N

• _,5*,4V9A)O9*;(,<-96=9*,:*,(9/9-:*M!F^N

• _,+*A,(/)53)(=*/34V9A)O.5B*M!F>N

• L9+D'@/*'*@,59()'-*:,+*A,((9A),(/*495<99(
9\@9+.9(A9/J*M!F>N

• b\'0@-9*,:*/D'+96*9\@9+.9(A9*,:*'*/D'+96*<,+-6
M!F>$"N

The self

• dD'5*5D9(*'0*UJ

• QU*'0*'*e9-6H*'(*9\@9+.9(A9*fI*M!F%N

• $*'*3(.e96*'(6*09'(.(=:3-*Q@,//.4.-.5B*,:
/.53'),(/I*M!F%N

• d,+-6*'(6*/9-:*'/*Q.(/9@'+'4-9I*M!F1N

• CD9*<,+-6G*5D9*09'(.(=:3-*3(.5B*=.O9(*5,*09*.(
9\@9+.9(A9*M!F!N

• CD9*904,6.96*/9-:G*0B*904,6.96H*'(6*5D3/
3(.e96H*9\@9+.9(A9*,:*5D9*<,+-6*M!F1N


