School of PEP

Questions of Justice

Autumn Term 2011

Credit Value: 20 credits 

Module Number: 239004 

Tutor: Professor T. Baldwin

Aim: The central question of this module concerns the nature of a just society, including the criteria by which we decide that political institutions are just or. We shall do this by a discussion of the main works of one of the most important philosophers of the twentieth century, John Rawls, and by following up some of the debates to which Rawls’s work gave rise.

Objectives: by the end of this module students should be able to demonstrate:

· an understanding of recent debates about justice; 

· critical and argumentative skills through seminar discussion and analysis of philosophical texts:

· confidence in approaching political questions from a philosophical point of view. 

Texts: all students are expected to have their own copy of


A Theory of Justice by J. Rawls (revised edition)

I will also be providing further materials in a coursebook which students will need to purchase. In addition students are strongly recommended to obtain


Rawls by S. Freeman

I will also provide a list of essay topics and recommended readings so that you can prepare a couple of short essays.

Teaching methods: Lectures and seminars (weeks 2-5, 7-9 and meetings with me (weeks 6, 10)

Procedural requirements: Attendance at seminars is required, as is submission of two short essays, one in week 6 the other in week 10.

Assessment: Three hour unseen exam in summer term.

Lectures

Weeks 2 – 5, 7 - 9: Tuesday 9.15 D/056, Thursday 10.15 D/056

Programme for the lectures:

week

2
Rawls’s project and The Theory of Justice

3 
Distributive justice

4
Liberty and its priority

5
The Rawlsian state

7
Moral psychology and the good of justice

8
Reasonable pluralism and political liberalism

9
International justice and the ‘Law of Peoples’

After I have given a lecture I will place my notes on my website: www-users.york.ac.uk/~trb2, together with other materials relevant to this module.

Seminars

Time/Place


Seminar Group 1: Thurs 15.15 in D/159


Seminar Group 2: Fri      11.15 in D/159


Seminar Group 3: Fri      15.15 in D/159

Programme

In the seminars we will work our way through most of A Theory of Justice (TJ) and parts of Political Liberalism (PL) and The Law of Peoples (LP). You are expected to do as much of the reading specified below as preparation for your seminar as you can manage, though the chapters from Freeman’s book are optional. I am conscious that there is a good deal of reading here and that some of you (especially those of you doing 60 credits this term) may not be able to manage all of it – especially in week 3 (in previous years I spread this material across two weeks – but this year I am keeping week 6 for essays). Anyway feedback from previous years indicated that students appreciated having this material made readily available to them. The reading is all reproduced in the module coursepack (including excerpts from Political Liberalism and The Law of Peoples) except for the chapters from Rawls’ A Theory of Justice and those from S. Freeman Rawls.

Week 2
Rawls’ project: ‘justice as fairness’ and Kantian constructivism

TJ ch. 1, ch. 2 §§18 -9, ch. 3 §§20-5 plus - 

J. Rawls ‘Justice as Fairness’

J. Rawls ‘Kantian Constructivism in Moral Theory; lecture III
A. Sen The Idea of Justice ch. 2 

Freeman ch. 1

Week 3.
Distributive Justice

TJ ch. 2 §§10-17, ch. 3 §§26-30

J. Harsanyi ‘Can the Maximin Principle serve as a basis for morality?’

R. Nozick Anarchy, State and Utopia from ch. 7

G.A. Cohen Rescuing Justice and Equality, ch. 1

A. Sen Inequality Reexamined ch. 3

Freeman ch. 3

Week 4. 
The priority of liberty

TJ. ch. 4 plus -

H. L. A. Hart ‘Rawls on Liberty and its Priority’

J. Rawls Political Liberalism lecture VIII (part)

Freeman ch. 2

Week 5. 
The Rawlsian state and Rawls’ communitarian critics

TJ, ch. 6, plus –

T. Nagel ‘Rawls and Liberalism’

S. Mulhall & A. Swift ‘Rawls and Communitarianism’

Week 7. 
Moral psychology and the good of justice

TJ chs 7-9 esp.  ch. 7 §§ 60, 63, 65-6; ch. 8 §§69-76; ch. 9 §§ 79, 86-8; plus –

T. Baldwin ‘Rawls and Moral Psychology’

Freeman ch. 6

Week 8. 
Politics, morals, and reasonable pluralism

J. Rawls Political Liberalism  ch. 1
J. Waldron ‘Disagreements about justice’

Freeman chs. 8, 9

Week 9. 
International justice and the ‘Law of Peoples’

LP extracts

B. Barry ‘Humanity and Justice’

Freeman ch. 10

