Moore’s Paradox

A Superficial Analysis

Moore Sentence (MS): “It is raining, but I do not believe it is.”
· Sounds odd.

· “It is raining, although it doesn’t” sounds odd too. It is a contradiction. Is MS a contradiction as well? 

· No. It only sounds odd in the first-person present tense. 

· No, what is said could actually be true.

“It is raining”
· What do I speak about? The weather, the rain, the world.

· Sincere utterance. I say what I believe to be the case.

· What do I express? I express my belief that it is raining. 

“I do not believe that it is raining”
· What do I speak about?

· I speak about myself. I say that I lack a certain belief, namely the belief that it is raining.

· Sincere utterance: I say what I believe.

· I express my belief that I lack a certain belief.  

What is odd about MS?

· When I say “It is raining” I express my belief that it is raining.

· When I say “I don’t believe it is raining” I say that I lack the belief that it is raining.

· I express something which I say I do not have. 

Why ‘superficial’ analysis?

· We have explained what is odd about the utterance of an MS.

· The puzzle goes deeper. Not only can I not say an MS, I cannot think it. 

· I cannot think I believe wrongly that p.  MS can be true but not thought. A blindspot. 

The difference between subjectivism and emotivism
· Subjectivism

·  When someone says that “X is good”, what he/she means is that he/she likes X.

· “X is good” (said by Peter) is true iff Peter likes X. 

· What someone does, when he/she says ‘X is good’ is (a) to express his/her belief that x is good, (b) to express his/her belief that she likes X (maybe this only holds if he/she is a subjectivist him/herself), (c) to express her liking of X. 

· Emotivism
· When someone says “X is good” what he/she means is nothing.

· “X is good” is no statement at all and cannot be true or false.

· What someone does, when he/she says “X is good” is to express his/her approval or liking of x. (Check out Ayer to see what further function of evaluative discuss he mentions.)

