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Background
1. EPSRC delivers its research and training portfolio via Programmes, each defining their own tactical level aims and objectives and working in concert to deliver the organisation’s Delivery and Strategic Plan.
2. The implementation of a new EPSRC Programme structure in April 2008 (Figure 1) and the development of a new delivery plan associated with the CSR settlement present an opportunity to examine whether the current Panel remits are “fit for purpose”.
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Terms of Reference – Panel Remits

3. Examination of Panel remits is being undertaken as work in parallel to the Review of Peer Review which is designed to look at the peer review processes in more detail.

4. Strategic Advisory Teams (SATs) are asked to consider Peer Review Panel remits for Research Base Programmes only. Business Innovation Programmes deliver their support separately through specifically tailored peer review mechanisms and panels.

5. In providing advice on Panel remits SATs are asked to respect the following design principles:

· Only thematic remit of panels are being considered – not how they operate or how they are used

· Panel remits should be simple, transparent and easy to explain

· Panel remits should compliment each other and integrate across the entire EPSRC Programme

· Panels should support cost effective and efficient operation and not lead to a substantive increase in burden on the peer review community

Strategic Objectives – Panel Remits

6. Research Base Programmes are primarily focused on the delivery of the Essential Platform and Securing the Future Delivery Plan components which are designed to:
· Deliver a vibrant, creative and healthy science and engineering base;
· Ensure the long-term health of disciplines;
· Encourage a move to more transformative and multidisciplinary research;
· Supply trained people for the economy and provide the next generation of world leading researchers; and
· Enhance capacity in areas of national importance.
7. Within the EPSRC Delivery Plan 2008/9 – 2010/11 specific aims for the Essential Platform were articulated as:
· Assess the potential creativity in the research base via researcher-led activity;
· Use of signposting of specific research areas to help galvanise researcher effort;
· Emphasise output-focused, multidisciplinary research using vehicles such as IDEAS factories and Grand Challenges;
· Invest in the necessary research infrastructure
ACTION

Members are invited to:

· discuss the options for the Physical Sciences Programme as described in the paper PS SAT 6-09
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